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WEIRD ADVENTURES: ISSUE ONE

“Through the Telescope”

PAGE ONE (four panels)

Panel 1. Half page picture.  Euclid Potter enters the first floor study in his Providence, Rhode Island home, holding a still folded newspaper in his left hand, his attention directed toward the headline with a disgusted look on his face and a shaking of his head.  He’s a middle-aged man with vibrant, yet slightly unkempt auburn hair, possessing of deep wrinkles around his eyes and mouth.  He wears brown trousers and a white shirt and tie beneath a plaid smoking jacket, holding a dead tobacco pipe in his right hand as if poised to lift it to his mouth.  The point of perspective is located left of Mr. Potter, halfway across the room, revealing a large oak desk topped with open books, writing tools and an unlit amber bankers lamp a few steps before and to his right.  The wall behind the desk is lined from ceiling to floor with ancient and archaic looking texts.  The room itself maintains a warm and inviting atmosphere, suggestive of old money and 1930’s affluence.

1. POTTER:                   CHRIST.

Panel 2. Mr. Potter has stepped around the desk and now stands before a large victrola radio on the far wall near the point of intersection with the right wall.  A large brass telescope is positioned next to the victrola, extending out an open window, and a detailed globe of Mars nestles up next to the telescope, embedded in an ornate wooden frame.  The point of perspective is located just inside the room, almost precisely where Mr. Potter stood in the previous panel, the line of vision extending across the surface of the desk.  The newspaper Mr. Potter held in the previous panel rests on the desk top, draped over the books and writing tools, with the headline reading: THARSIS MASSACRE.  
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(Panel 2 continued) Mr. Potter bends slightly at the waist, turning the radio knob with his left hand, sound effects extending from the radio in a jagged word balloon.

2. SFX:                           …REPORTS SLOW BUT STEADY PROGRESS IN THE

                                       RUGGED THARSIS REGION NEAR THE MARTIAN 

                                       EQUATOR, WITH THIRTY MORE CASUALTIES

                                       CONFIRMED TODAY.  OUR HEARTS GO OUT TO THOSE

                                       BRAVE SOLDIERS AND THEIR FAMILIES.

Panel 3. Mr. Potter switches off the radio with his left hand.  He stands fully erect, but his posture is betrayed by slumped shoulders and slightly bowed head; his right arm hangs limp at his side, still holding the pipe.  His back remains to the point of perspective.

3. SFX:                           CLICK

4. POTTER:                   NO AFTERNOON JAZZ TODAY, I GUESS.

Panel 4. In response to a knocking on the study door, Mr. Potter begins to turn away from the radio, but as he pivots, his body stiffens and his right hand falls open, allowing the pipe to drop from his grip. He speaks with a protracted expression of fearful surprise, his eyes wide, his brow raised and his forehead lined with wrinkles.

5. SFX:                           KNOCK KNOCK

5. POTTER:                   YOU!

6. VOICE (OP):             COME NOW, PROFESSOR.  SURELY YOU’RE NOT

                                        SURPRISED.    
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